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Case of 34 years old 
male using minoxidil 
for the treatment of 
Androgenetic 
Alopecia.



He developed 
Erythema and swelling 
three months after 
starting minoxidil. 



What is the 
possible cause of 
his problem?

•He has used minoxidil 
spray for the scalp; 
however, he admits 
that sometimes he 
sprays near the ears. 



Treatment  

•Moisturizers

•Use the minoxidil 
correctly 

•Resolved within two 
weeks 



Literature review 

• Vasodilatation of the vessels can be the cause.(1)

• Contact dermatitis might also be another possibility.(2)

• Only one case report for redness and flushing of the face and ears in a 
young child after accidental ingestion of topical minoxidil.(3)



Conclusion  

• Topical Minoxidil might induce flushing and redness of the ear. 

• Proper application of the treatment will prevent this rare side effect.
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